Several changes have been made
in the Florida lien laws related to
construction. You can view the full
text of the changes made in HB 1285
and effective July 1, 2007, by going
to www.MyFloridaHouse.com and
then to the bills in the 2007 Regular
Session.

C-D BIA hopes to have a program
in the near future that will review
these changes and help contractors,
subcontractors and suppliers better
understand and use these provisions.
The following are not all of the recent
changes and should not be relied
upon without reading the complete
text of the statute as amended by
the bill.

The amendments define the
phrase “final furnishing” to mean
the last date that the lienor furnishes
labor, services or materials. It requires
written notice in all direct contracts
between an owner and contractor on
residential projects even if the direct
contract i1s unwritten.

The amendment further provides
that a contractor and the property
owner must agree to any bonding
provisions. It provides that a re-

corded notice of commencement can
be amended to extend the effective
period, to change erroneous informa-
tion in the original notice, or to add
information that was omitted from
the original notice. It provides that a
lien cannot continue for more than
one year after the claim of lien has
been recorded, or one year after the
recording of an amended claim of
lien that shows a later date of final
furnishing of labor, materials, or
services.

The prevailing party is entitled
to attorney’s fees in a proceeding
involving fraudulent liens.

Here are a few of the changes:

© 713.01 Definitions: “Final
furnishing” means the last date that
the lienor furnishes labor, services,
or materials. Such date may not be
measured by other standards, such as
the issuance of a certificate of occu-
pancy or the issuance of a certificate
of final completion, and does not in-
clude correction of deficiencies in the
lienor’s previously performed work or
materials supplied. With respect to
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